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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM 

SUBJECT: WFTU COMPLAINT WITH ILO 

REP: HEWITT MEMO TO GASTON-SHAPIRO MAY 22, 1978 
CONCERNING ALLEGED VIOLATION OP FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION 
IN PUERTO RICO 

1 . MISSOPF HAD CONVERSATION WITH HR DIRECTOR THEO VAN 
BOVEN ABOUT LETTER SENT TO UNSYG WALDHEIM REGARDING 
SUBJECT COMPLAINT. VAN BOVEN HAD READ LETTER DURING 
RECENT VISIT TO NEW YORK AND EXPRESSED HIS BELIEP THAT 
COMMUNICATION WAS AMBIGUOUS BECAUSE IT DOES NOT STATE 
IF THE U.S. IS PREPARED TO HAVE THE MATTER REFPERED TO 
THE ILO FACT-FINDING AND CONCILIATION COMMISSION. 
ACCORDING TO VAN BOVEN ECOSOC MAY AGAIN ASK IP U.S. 

IS WILLING TO HAVE THE MATTER INVESTIGATED BY ILO 
FACT-FINDING BODY. WHILE NOT ATTEMPTING TO GIVE 
U.S. ADVICE HE INDICATED PROBABLY SIMPLEST METHOD 
WOULD BE FOR US TO STATE THAT ILO IS FREE TO LOOK AT 
THE SITUATION. THIS WAS PROCEDURE FOLLOWED BY LESOTHO 
AND SOUTH AFRICA WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OP THE ILO. 

VANDEN HEUVEL 
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